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In John Dewey's "The Child and the Curriculum," one can see the rationale behind Dewey’s assertion that society's positive advancement becomes dangerously threatened when a child's education is hindered without the most complete and free interaction of the educative process.  To better comprehend the position Dewey takes, consider the powerful example of the Hitler Youth movement.

Dewey theorized that evils resulted from an educative system comprised of a "lack of any organic connection with what the child has already seen, felt and loved…(The) "material is formal and symbolic…(Furthermore, it is a) bare or mere symbol induced from without…requiring only to be studied and learned by the child," ruling out "conditions of fulfillment."

In 1933, Adolph Hitler stated: "My program for educating youth is hard.  Weakness must be hammered away…I want a brutal, domineering, fearless, cruel youth…The free, splendid beast of prey must once again flash from its eyes…That is how I will eradicate thousands of years of human domestication…That is how I will create the New Order.1
The dictator expounded to the Hitler Youth:  "…you will have to harden yourselves while you are young.  You must learn to accept deprivations without ever collapsing."  As Dewey hypothesized, these children suffered educational growth, as subject matter was "evacuated of its logical value and presented as stuff only for memorizing."  Hence, the children obtained "neither advantage of adult logical formulation nor of own native competencies of apprehension and response."  Thus became the unfortunate and pathetic stifling of these children’s sense of logic and the gift of vitality of spirit and inspiration.

Instilled with an insidious nature, this band of boys and girls ranged in age from eight to 24 and numbered 8.8 million at the onset of World War II.2  Dewey stated activities were routine and mechanical but evidently became "agreeable (as they were) long enough persisted in" by the youth.  Life within the boys' camp proved harsh with a dull routine of roll calls, marches, field exercises, and rote singing of Hitler Youth songs, anthems and propaganda.  One notes the significance of educational neglect due to major emphasis of “priorities,” which ranked most important the training of the boys to become robotic soldiers of the Third Reich.  The girls’ days entailed harsh instruction and brainwashing for a future of “auxiliary service” to the boys, wherein they would give birth to "racially pure" boys.  The children were isolated in training camps and had no counter balancing effects of a true home life.  Thus, they receded into a primitive, Darwinist way of thinking that detested weakness and vanquished ideas of sympathy to those suffering under persecution by the inhumane laws of their society.
Dewey, influenced by Rousseau, concurred: "…the evils of the social estate were attributed to the limitations imposed upon man's free powers."  The nationalistic, megalomaniac mind of Hitler deprived these boys and girls of realizing their unique human potential and prevented them from testing what they learned against their previous experiences and influences.  Worse yet, In lieu of creating their own sense of values, they were programmed not to question Hitler's system.

As World War II ended, these Hitler Youth shocked the Allies.  The troops witnessed odd, fanatical and reckless behavior of these young, fighting automatons.  One cannot justify the irony that the majority of the Hitler Youth sent to battle were killed.  Sadly, they never "experienced" a life as Dewey envisioned in which they formed individual values and choices of desire and enjoyment.  In essence, their destiny was predetermined “by dictatorial force and power,” and they never experienced the chance to be "alive" as young people to the betterment of themselves and society.
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